THE PORTUGESE BUILD DIU FORT

effort to regain the kingdom, Bahadur Shah left Diu and
returned to Ahmadabad. The whole of Gujarat joined
the Sultan in his effort to drive out the Moghals and to
recover his country, and after a little fighting the Moghal
governors were expelled, and Bahadur Shah again ruled.

During his enforced retreat at Diu the Sultan had
made friends with the Portugese, who had shown him
much honour and had promised him all assistance in
recovering  his  kingdom.    After  many  protestations  of
friendship had taken place on both sides, the Portugese
preferred a request for permission to build a fort, saying
that merchants who came to Diu were obliged to leave
their goods  in insecure  places,  and their request was
granted.    History relates that they asked for only so
much land as a cow's hide covered, but when permission
had been given, the hide was cut into very narrow strips,
which were joined together, and a wall was built round
the land so enclosed.    But credence can scarcely be given
to  this  story.   The  Sultan  returned  to   Gujarat,   and
after he had gone the fort was rapidly and solidly built
and strongly fortified.    A treaty of alliance was made
between the Sultan and Nuno da Cunha,  Viceroy of
Portugese India.   After regaining his dominions, Baha-
dur Shah   regretted   having   allowed the Portugese to
build a fort from which they could not be evicted without
great difficulty.    Towards the end of A.D. 1585 he arrived
at  Diu   with   the   intention  of getting the Portugese
Commander into his possession and by using him as a
hostage to oblige his men to leave the fort.   But the
Commander suspected some treachery, and was on his
guard against it from the time he heard of the Sultan's
return to the village of Khokata, on the mainland opposite
the island, where he had encamped.

One of the Sultan's attendants, Nur Mahamad Khalil
by name, was sent to the fort with instructions to bring
the Commander to the mainland by whatever artifice.
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